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talking to them.551 He perceived, perhaps with a
touch of ironical amusement, how warm was the
welcome with which he was received into the English
Royal Family, for he was to dine one night at
Windsor, at the officers' mess of the Guards, but, he
reported, " I couldn't give a definite answTer because
Granny loves me so, and doesn't like me missing
dinner/3

Though many years later, the Emperor William
claimed to have had a hand in promoting the match
he did not at all like it, for the prospect of England
and Russia becoming friends was one of his chronic
Imperial nightmares. Nor did he like the slightly
possessive affection which his grandmother lavished
on the engaged couple. Princess Albc had only just
left when he arrived for his yachting wreek at Cowes,
and his perturbation expressed itself characteristically
in the letter he wrote to thank the Queen for his
pleasant visit. Russia, he told her, was contem-
plating a military advance towards India, and was
massing troops on the Eastern German frontier, so
that he would be unable to go to the aid of " any-
body " she was intending to attack. But the Queen
was not alarmed by this kindly warning ; she con-
strued it quite correctly. William, she believed, was
truly anxious to be friends with England, but a
sine qua non condition of that friendship was that
England must have no other friends but Germany.
She, too, was always most anxious to be friends with
Germany, but just now there were other claims on
her attention.

1 Letters of Tsar Nicholas and Empress Marie, p. 84.
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